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COMMEMORATING THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ISRAEL’S NATION-
HOOD

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ. Madam Speaker,
| rise to mark Israel’s 60th year of nationhood.
As a cochair of the Democratic Israel Working
Group | am proud to join my colleagues to cel-
ebrate the importance of America’s relation-
ship with Israel and to commemorate the
founding of our trusted ally in the Middle East.

On May 14, 1948, the nation of Israel was
born, bringing Jewish refugees from all over
the world together, under one unified flag, pro-
viding a permanent home for a people per-
secuted throughout history.

For 60 years, the United States has enjoyed
Israel’s trusted friendship and support. Our
peoples have worked together to promote re-
spect, stability, and prosperity.

As we reflect on the significance and impor-
tance of Israel's 60 years of existence, we
should not forget there is still much work to be
done and many goals to be accomplished.

| ask my colleagues to join me in ushering
in Israel’s 60th anniversary.

IN HONOR OF JOHN CHALLIS
HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor John Challis. This young man is an
inspiration to me and to the citizens of my dis-
trict. He is a senior at Freedom High School
in Freedom, Pennsylvania and was diagnosed
with liver cancer almost two years ago. He re-
cently learned his illness is terminal.

Although doctors have told him the “cancer
is winning right now,” his spirit and faith has
not wavered. With wisdom far beyond his
years, he recently told a Pittsburgh Post-Ga-
zette reporter, “I used to be afraid, but I'm not
afraid of dying now . . . Because life ain’t
about how many breaths you take. It's what
you do with those breaths.”

Even though the cancer has ravaged his
body, this courageous young man continues to
hunt; in the last year he got three bucks and
two doe. He also continues to play his favorite
sports, baseball and football.

A few weeks ago, John was able to fulfill
one of his wishes. In one of the final baseball
games of the season, his coach and friend,
Steve Wetzel, called him into the game to
pinch-hit. Even though he has not played in
several years, he took one swing and sent a
line drive into right field. As he struggled to
first-base, he found encouragement in his first-
base coach, who was crying, and the oppos-
ing team and crowd who were applauding and
cheering him on. As he reached first base, he
shouted “I did it! | did it!” Throughout his fight
with cancer, John has remained positive. He
does not worry about himself, but focuses
more on his family and friends. His father
Scott has sat with him many nights discussing
John’s advice for the future.

John explained to an ESPN reporter how he
feels about the situation and his concerns for
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his family. He said, “it's harder for [my family]
than it is for me. | mean, my mom’s gonna
lose her son. What am | going to lose? . . .
I's harder on her than it is going to be for
anybody. If I'm afraid of anything, that's what
I’'m afraid of.”

Coach Wetzel recently organized a “Walk
for a Champion” fundraiser to help fulfill one
of John’s wishes—a vacation with his mom,
dad and his 14 year-old sister, Alexis. This
was his way of giving back to a young man
who has given him so much.

Coach Wetzel hoped 100 people would
come to the fundraiser. In fact, over 500 peo-
ple participated in the walk-a-thon in the pour-
ing rain and the original fundraising goal of
$6,000 was easily surpassed. John and his
family are now preparing for a cruise in June.

John continues to inspire those who know
him and many who have recently learned
about his story. After being interviewed by
Mike White of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,
John’s story has touched people throughout
the country and even members of the military
serving overseas. Mike White recently dis-
cussed his article about John and said “I have
received literally hundreds of e-mails from
people saying how John is inspiring and how
John has affected their lives.”

John’s story has also gained the attention of
the national sports media, as well as many
professional athletes. The Pittsburgh Penguins
recently honored John by inviting him and his
family to a playoff game against the Philadel-
phia Flyers where they watched the game in
the Mario Lemieux suite. While watching the
game John was greeted by Mario Lemieux;
Steelers chairman Dan Rooney; Steelers quar-
terback Ben Roethlisberger; and Atlanta
Braves’ pitchers Tom Glavine and John
Smoltz. After meeting the athletes John said
“my head is spinning. This week has just been
incredible and now this. It was like someone
dropped me off at the wrong party.”

John’s spirit, grace and courage are truly an
inspiration to me and many around the coun-
try. This young man has done more with his
18 years than most people do in a lifetime.

Even in this difficult time, he continues to be
selfless and put others before himself. John,
his family, and Coach Wetzel are setting up a
foundation in John’s name for young cancer
patients. Of the foundation, John said “maybe
it will help younger people who haven’'t gotten
to see the finer things in life that | got to see.”

John Challis is truly a role model and not
only for the constituents in my district, but for
the people all across this nation.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND
MEMORY OF MR. JERRY TRUMPKA

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor Jerry Trumpka, a treasured com-
munity leader, and mourn him upon his pass-
ing at age 57.

Jerry Trumpka was a founding member and
president of the Plymouth A.M. Rotary Club.
Jerry contracted polio at the age of nine. Mr.
Trumpka used his struggle with the disease as
an inspiration to assist his local community,
our Nation, and worldwide efforts to provide
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comfort to families and victims of polio and
help eliminate the disease. The Rotary Club,
which is an international organization, has
made its main focus since 1985 to eradicate
polio worldwide. Jerry was honored to become
President of the Club in 2003. Mr. Trumpka
was instrumental to the development of the
Sandra Sagear award, named after a local
high school student who overcame the chal-
lenges of living with polio. Mr. Trumpka helped
to initiate the award and $500 scholarships in
Sagear's name and assisted in the construc-
tion of a memory wall honoring the recipients
of the award. Jerry was known as a quiet
giver both through his leadership in the Rotary
Club and in his position as the operations as-
sociate at the Plymouth Community United
Way office. Mr. Trumpka was also known for
his involvement in the political community as a
Republican activist.

Tragically, Jerry passed away from a heart
attack. Jerry will be cherished as a devoted
husband and father. To his wife, Becky; his
daughter; Toni; and to everyone who knew
and loved him, Jerry was a dedicated member
of his community who will be truly missed.

Madam Speaker, during his lifetime, Mr.
Jerry Trumpka enriched the lives of everyone
around him by exhibiting vigor, leadership, and
spirit. As we bid farewell to this outstanding in-
dividual, | ask my colleagues to join me in
mourning his passing and honoring his many
years of loyal service to the community and
our country.

HONORING PIONEER MIDDLE
SCHOOL

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. REYNOLDS. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise today to honor a re-
spected and rising school, which is setting the
standard for education in western New York.

Pioneer Middle School, a member of the
Pioneer Central School District in Yorkshire,
NY, has recently been recognized as one of
the “Essential Elements: Schools to Watch”.
Pioneer Middle School is 1 of only 2 schools
in the State of New York to be recognized with
this prestigious honor and 1 of only 47 schools
recognized nationwide.

The “Essential Elements: Schools to Watch”
program was established to recognize and
publicize effective schools that are committed
to academic excellence, social equity, devel-
opmental responsiveness, and strong organi-
zation, structure, and process.

Pioneer Middle School's achievement
should be applauded and is especially signifi-
cant since the school was once identified as a
“School in Need of Improvement” by the New
York State Department of Education in 2004.
The school’s quick turnaround and its vast im-
provement are a result of strong administrative
leadership and the diligent work faculty and
staff. Also the parents and most importantly,
the students of Pioneer Middle School, de-
serve to be recognized for this outstanding ac-
complishment.

Pioneer Middle School is not only a model
for schools around western New York; it is a
model for schools across the country, as well.

Madam Speaker, in recognition of this
school's tremendous improvement and its
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great recognition, | ask this honorable body to
join me in honoring Pioneer Middle School, in
grateful appreciation for its remarkable im-
provement and success as a top school in
western New York.

CONGRATULATING COLONEL TRA-
CEY NICHOLSON ON ASSUMING
HER NEW POSITION AS THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE COMBINED
JOINT STAFF FOR THE MULTI-
NATIONAL FORCE IRAQ

HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor COL Tracey Nicholson, an
American patriot and proud soldier in the
United States Army, as she leaves her com-
mand at Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn, New York,
and assumes her new position as the Sec-
retary of the Combined Joint Staff for the Mul-
tinational Force Iraq under General Petraeus.

Colonel Nicholson has distinguished herself
as both the first African American female to
command an installation within the continental
United States, and as the first female com-
mander of Fort Hamilton, the 183-year-old his-
toric installation located in southern Brooklyn.
Her leadership and driving personality were
crucial in the continued improvement of both
military and community programs throughout
the city.

During the most recent BRAC | had the op-
portunity to work closely with Colonel Nichol-
son in preserving Fort Hamilton when it was
under consideration for closure and was im-
pressed with her intelligence and commitment
to the only active duty military installation in
New York City. These traits will serve her well
in her next duty assignment.

Madam Speaker, during her tenure Colonel
Nicholson has implemented numerous pro-
grams that have led to upgrades in both base
infrastructure and facilities; improved housing
programs and services for those serving at
Fort Hamilton; as well as expanding support
for veterans and retirees throughout the entire
New York City area. The energy she brought
to her work each and every day will certainly
be missed.

As much as it pains me to bid Colonel Nich-
olson farewell as she answers the continued
call to service, | will sleep easy knowing that
we have soldiers of her caliber protecting our
Nation. While her presence in our community
will be greatly missed, her efforts on the staff
of General Petraeus will surely add immeas-
urably to our Nation’s mission in Irag.

Madam Speaker, | hope our colleagues will
join me in offering our best wishes to Colonel
Nicholson as she assumes her new position
as Secretary of the Combined Joint Staff for
the Multinational Force Iraq, and wish her con-
tinued success in an already distinguished ca-
reer.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL SALI

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, on Question of
Consideration on the Rule to provide for con-
sideration of Conference Report on H.R.
2419—Food and Energy Security Act of 2007
(Flake Earmark Point of Order), | was at an
award ceremony in which the United States
Navy honored the Observation Squadron
SIXTY-SEVEN (VO-67) with a Presidential
Unit Citation. Mr. Kerry Bignall, a constituent
of mine and member of the VO-67, was
among the honorees at the event. Had | been
present, | would have voted “no”

H.R. 2634—THE JUBILEE ACT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. CARSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to speak on legislation that was passed in the
House on April 16, 2008, H.R. 2634, the Jubi-
lee Act for Responsible Lending and Ex-
panded Debt Cancellation of 2008.

Jubilee Act for Responsible Lending and Ex-
panded Debt Cancellation of 2007 directs the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Paris Club of
Official Creditors, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development (World Bank), and
other international financial institutions to pro-
vide debt cancellation for eligible low-income
countries, and establishes a framework for
creditor transparency and responsible lending.
The need for debt cancellation and respon-
sible lending for low-income countries is a se-
rious issue for developing countries and | am
pleased to support this legislation.

When the vote was called, | voted in favor
of the bill; however, a technical glitch led to
my vote not being recorded. | have contacted
the Clerk of the House of Representatives
about the vote and was informed that the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD will reflect my intent.

———

H.J. RES. 84, TO STOP GOVERN-
MENTS FROM SPONSORING ANTI-
SEMITISM

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | am proud to be the lead Demo-
cratic sponsor of H.J. Res 84, to stop govern-
ments from sponsoring anti-Semitism. | would
like to thank Ranking Member ROS-LEHTINEN
for her leadership on this important issue.

This month we have commemorated two
very significant events. First, on May 2 we
commemorated the 49th annual Holocaust Re-
membrance Day, Yom HaShoah, which re-
minds us of what unabated hatred and intoler-
ance toward a group of people can result in.
| am also proud to say that on May 14 we
celebrated the 60th anniversary of the creation
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of Israel. Today, Israel, the Jewish Nation, is
one of the greatest democracies in the world,
a leader in the global economy, and one of
our strongest allies.

Yet, despite these obvious advances and
successes for the Jewish people, anti-Semi-
tism continues to flourish throughout the world
and manifests itself in a variety of dangerous
ways. This is why | urge my colleagues to join
me in cosponsoring H.J. Res 84, to stop gov-
ernments from sponsoring anti-Semitism.

| ask this in the wake of alarming findings
issued from the State Department’s “Contem-
porary Global Anti-Semitism Report.” The re-
port concludes that “over much of the past
decade, U.S. embassies world-wide have
noted an increase in anti-Semitic incidents,
such as attacks on Jewish people, property,
community institutions, and religious facilities.”
Perhaps even more alarmingly, some govern-
ments have helped foster these actions by
spreading anti-Semitic sentiments through
their policies or state- controlled media. We
are all too familiar with Iranian leader
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s threat that “Israel
must be wiped off the map,” and his numer-
ous statements on Holocaust denial. We have
seen the clips from Saudi state-controlled
newspapers alleging that Jews were behind
the September 11 attacks. In fact, the State
Department’s Anti-Semitism Report lists Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Syria, Egypt, the United Arab
Emirates, Venezuela, and Belarus as some of
the countries with state-controlled media that
distributes anti-Semitic materials. Not surpris-
ingly, many of these countries have witnessed
a rise in anti-Semitism, including anti-Semitic
vandalism, caricatures, intimidation, and phys-
ical attacks against Jews and Jewish institu-
tions.

Madam Speaker, we have come so far in
the past 60 years. But the increase in anti-
Semitism as reported by the State Department
threatens this progress. We must stand up
against governments that sponsor anti-Semi-
tism, which is why | encourage my colleagues
to cosponsor H.J. Res 84.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, on May
14, 2008, due to a family obligation, | missed
the following recorded vote:

Roll No. 309, on providing for the consider-
ation of the conference report to accompany
H.R. 2419, the Farm, Nutrition, and Bioenergy
Act. Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye.”

On May 15, 2008, due to obligations in the
district, | missed the following recorded votes:

Roll No. 326, on H.R. 406—Alice Paul
Women’s Suffrage Congressional Gold Medal
Act. Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye;”

Roll No. 327, on H.R. 5872—Boy Scouts of
America Centennial Commemorative Coin Act.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye.”
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